" work has to be done for these children, and a large stock of patience is required.
The subjects taught vary considerably, as each defect has its peculiarities and its limitations, and all require that the classes should be small and the school hours short. In addition to the ordinary elementary teaching work has to be found for the hands of the scholars, and basket-making, carpentering, and other manual occupations supply the necessary incentives. Kindergarten work is also done in these schools, and where possible gardening, including the study of plant life, is among the subjects It is satisfactory to know that the parents often appreciate what is being done for their children; and in even the most unpromising cases, such as the mentally defective, the improvement is often marked, and it is followed by a look of intelligence in the scholars which could hardly have been expected from their previous dull and apathetic state. The Liverpool School Board deserves much praise for so loyally and carefully carrying out the provisions of the Act, and they will get that satisfaction by noting the sharp contrast between the previous misery and degradation of the children and their present improved condition. Doubtless the example set by Liverpool will be widely followed, because it is the initiative that is so difficult in these things. To follow a good lead is easy enough.
